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Bringing Tech –  
geek girl STyle

 geekgirlcamp.com

“
I started Geek Girl because so many women who 

were friends of mine were finding it difficult to 

understand tech. This was back in 2008. It seemed 

like something should be done. So we did it. We 

organised the first Geek Girl Boot Camp,” says Leslie 

Fishlock, CEO and founder.

“This is a typical Geek Girl Camp success story,” says 

Leslie Fishlock. “You’re never too old or too young to 

start to learn to code or get into tech!” She saw it play 

out once again, when Brenda VanDeVen, a 59-year-

old grandmother who attended TechCon in Boston 

last year, showed up at this year’s event in San Diego. 

Brenda came up onto the stage and shared that she 

was so inspired she went back to school and was thrilled 

to announce she had just graduated with a degree in 

computer science. Leslie left the stage moved to tears.  

“We designed the Boot Camps, now called TechCons, 

to be technology “unconferences’ where people of 

all ages and knowledge levels can take classes on 

everything to do with computers, PC and Mac, the 

Internet, marketing, consumer electronics, software, 

social media, Photoshop, blogging, podcasting, digital 

photography, and more,” explains Leslie.

The events are just the beginning. Geek Girl now 

provides computer tech education and empowerment 

for women, men, teens and children - all skill levels, and 

all income levels both at the camps and by providing 

in-house training for companies, and for anyone “left 
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for Computer Science, learn how to code, or get into 

technology.”

leslie’s role model 
Another frontier in the tech arena is having more 

women in leadership at tech companies. “Meg Whitman 

changed everything. She was successful at eBay 

before HP. I think she paved the way. She didn’t come 

in with that wave of “Women in Tech.” Everyone who 

works under her sees her as CEO first. Woman second. 

She is not known as “the woman CEO”. She’s simply 

recognised as a great CEO. Period.” 

smart & generous
“I’d like to think that anyone who is an attendee, a 

subscriber, a follower or a fan who emails me or calls 

me is my mentee,” adds Leslie, “My door, email, and 

phone are always open if people need help. I work with 

a lot of organisations and donate time to anyone who 

thinks I may have something intelligent or useful to say.”

behind” by computer technology. 

Next on Leslie’s agenda is expanding TechCon to 10 

cities in the U.S. and possibly outside the country. She 

wants to focus on serving more and more underserved 

and underprivileged girls and boys. To accomplish this 

goal, she’ll seek corporate sponsorships that will make 

it possible to offer free events or give more scholarships 

to those who can’t afford to attend.

the proof is in the results
The highlight of Leslie’s days are the stream of emails 

from past attendees who share how Geek Girl has 

changed their lives by getting them into tech, or 

better jobs in tech, or gaining more confidence on 

their jobs, or starting their own business. Some of her 

100 Geek Girl instructors have reported getting jobs 

with top companies in Silicon Valley. They tell her Geek 

Girl inspired them to do more for women and diversity 

in tech.

Leslie appreciates that men and boys are 

participating in Geek Girl events in growing numbers 

and that more and more people understand that 

there are opportunities for women in tech. “The real 

advances,” says Leslie “will come down to women 

who really want it – those who actually go to college 

“The highlighT of leSlie’S 
dayS are The STream 
of emailS from paST 
aTTendeeS who Share how 
geek girl haS changed  
Their liveS.”


